To: Janez Potoénik
EU Commissioner for the Environment

Cc: Laszlo Tokes
vice-president of the European Parliament

Cc: Jo Leinen
Chair of the EP Committee on the Environment, Public Health and Food Safety

Cc: Janos Ader, Richard Seeber, Theodoros Skylakakis, Zuzana Roithova, Alajos Mészaros, Daciana
Sarbu, Kriton Arsenis, Csaba Tabajdi, Renate Weber, Michail Tremopoulos, Edvard KoZunsnik, Kartika
Tamara Liotard, Sabine Wils, Joao Ferreira, Jiri Mastalka and Nikolaos Chountis

Members of the European Parliament

08 September 2010

OPEN LETTER
Dear Commissioner Potoc¢nik,

We are writing to you in relation to the European Parliament (EP) resolution of May 5th (P7_TA
(2010)0145) calling for a general ban on the use of cyanide mining technologies in the European
Union by 2011. We remind you that the EP resolution was passed with an overwhelming majority of
488 votes. The Parliament’s unequivocal call for a ban on cyanide mining is due to the concern of our
elected representatives to protect Europe's shared water resources, its biodiversity, and the health and
livelihoods of its citizens.

Our hope is that as Commissioner for the Environment you might share these concerns. However your
communications to members of the European Parliament’ and to environmental groups?, fail to justify
your refusal to take action in line with the EP resolution, and to assess the gaps in the implementation
of existing legislation.

We are also seriously concerned about the non-transparent process of consultations that the
European Commission undertook with representatives of the mining industry®, while the request for
participation of environmental groups and local communities were ignored.

We remind you that the European Commission is both legally and morally obliged to protect
the public interest and to promote transparency, de mocracy and citizens’ participation in
decision-making.

Therefore the undersigned civil society and community organiz ations urge you to:

a) release a cost and benefit analysis including full assessment of the environmental and
health related impacts as well as costs/gains in th e case of the ban compared with the
present situation and

b) to carry out and release an assessment on the actu  al implementation of the existing
legislation * with regards to existing and proposed cyanide-based mining operations.

In December 2000 your predecessor Margot Wallstrém welcomed the release of the final report from
the independent International Task Force for Assessing the Baia Mare Accident with the following
words:



"There is the need to further embrace a culture of openness, transparency and participation. Had
citizens felt that they were receiving objective information in the aftermath of the accident then much of
the distress, confusion and economic hardship might have been reduced."™

Ten years later these words are still very relevant and compelling. Our demands for more openness,
transparency and participation in the European Commission's decision-making related to the risk of
cyanide pollution resonate with these words.

The argument that existing EU legislation should ensure safety of cyanide mining operations does not
hold precisely because EU legislation is so weakly enforced. As you are aware, DG Environment is in
possession of detailed complaints submitted by both environmental organisations and EU citizens that
highlight the failure to enforce the law vis-&-vis the environmental assessment procedures for large
scale cyanide-based mine proposals.®

Rather than rejecting the call of the democratically elected European Parliament, the Commission
should instead show social and environmental responsibility and leadership by welcoming this
opportunity to support non-toxic alternatives to cyanide-based mining. In line with Commission
President Barroso’s call for the creation of ‘green jobs’ we call on Directorate-General for the
Environment to promote the recycling of precious metals from Europe’s increasing mountains of
electronic waste.’

To conclude, we demand the opening of a transparent and balance d consultation process
regarding the steps that DG Environment will take in order to implement EP resolution (P7_TA
(2010)0145) on a general ban on the use of cyanide mining technologies in the European Union by
2011. We look forward to your Directorate-General setting out a time-line and participation
opportunities  for civil society organisations and local communities that wish to be involved in the
Commission’s work vis-a-vis P7_TA(2010)0145.

Yours sincerely,

. Alexander Kodjabashev, Demetra Association, Bulgaria

. Albert Recknagel, Terre des hommes, Germany

. Alla Yaroshinskaya, Russia - Right Livelihood Award Laureate, 1992

. Ana Colovic Lesoska, Eco-svest, Macedonia

. Andras Biro, Hungary - Right Livelihood Award Laureate, 1995

. Andrey Kovatchev, Balkani Wildlife Association, Bulgaria

. Anisa Xhitoni, EDEN Center, Albania

. Angie Zelter, Trident Ploughshares, Right Livelihood Award Laureate, 2001
. Angelo Caserta, BirdLife International | European Division

10. Borislav Sandov, Foundation for Environment and Agriculture, Bulgaria
11. Birsel Lemke, Turkey - Right Livelihood Award Laureate, 2000

12. Dr. Budayné, Szerkd Kdornyezeti Nevelési Egyesulet, Hungary

13. Cesar Padila, Observatorio de Conflictos Mineros de America Latina OCMAL
14. Czeller Gabor, Magyar Biokultira Szoévetség, Hungary

15. Cseho Gabor, Csermely Kérnyezetvédelmi Egyesitilet, Hungary

16. Cseldszki Tamas, Bors Alapitvany, Hungary

17. Daniel Popov, Center for Environmental Information and Education, Bulgaria
18. Demeter Zoltan, Z6ld Akcié Egyesulet, Hungary

19. Dimitar Vassilev, Ecoclub 2000, Bulgaria

20. Doru Mitrana, Greener Association, Romania

21. Edvin Pacara, Institute for Environmental Policy, Albania

22. Eugen David, Alburnus Maior/Rosia Montana, Romania
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Farkas Istvan, Magyar Természetvédék Szévetsége, Hungary
Fodor Mark, CEE Bankwatch Network, Czech Republic
Foldesi Dora, Hulladék Munkaszdvetség, Hungary
Gardonyi Zsolt, Evezz Velem Egyesiilet, Hungary
Gellért Miklos, SZIKE Kdrnyezet- és Egészségvédelmi Egyestilet, Hungary
Gyodngyossy Péter, Kerekerdd Alapitvany, Hungary
Hajosy Adrienne, Z6ld N6k Csoportja, Hungary
Hans Hedrich, Sighisoara Durabila, Romania
Huub Schelle, Both ENDS, Netherlands
Ida Kuklina, Union of Soldiers Mothers Committees of Russia,
Right Livelihood Award Laureate, 1996
llosvay Gyorgy, CSEMETE Természet és Kérnyezetvédelmi Egyesilet, Hungary
John F Charlewood Turner,UK, Right Livelihood Award Laureate, 1988
Jorgo Riss, GREENPEACE, European Unit
Dr. J6zsef Hamar, Tisza Klub, Hungary
Kelemen Zoltan, Magosfa Kérnyezeti Nevelési és Okoturisztikai Alapitvany, Hungary
Kocsis Anikd, Okorégio Alapitvany a Fenntarthat6 Fejlédésért, Hungary
K&rosi-Bati Edit, Zagyva-mente Kornyezet- és Természetvédd Egyestilet, Hungary
Laszlo Potozky, Romanian Environmental Partnership Foundation, Romania
Lavinia Andrei, Foundation TERRA Millennium I, Romania
Luiza Boldizsar, Eco Ruralis, Romania
Lukacs Andrés, Levegé Munkacsoport, Hungary
Magda Stoczkiewicz, Friends of the Earth, Europe
Maria Kadoglou, Hellenic Mining Watch, Greece
Martina Schaub, SUDWIND e.V. - Institut fir Okonomie und Okumene, Germany
Marianne Andersson, Right Livelihood Award Foundation, Sweden
Michael Reckordt, philippinenbiro e.V. im Asienhaus, Germany
Prof. Mike Cooley, UK, Right Livelihood Award Laureate, 1981
Molnar Ibolya, Nyiri Arborétumért, Természetért, Kultdraért Kézhaszniu Egyesilet, Hungary
Monika Griefahn, Ministerin a.D., Denmark
F. Nagy Zsuzsanna, Leveg6 Munkacsoport, Hungary
Neli Arabadzhieva, Green Balkans NGO, Bulgaria
Nilton Deza Arroyo, Universidad Nacional de Cajamarca, Peru
Ole von Uexkull, Right Livelihood Award Foundation, Stockholm, Sweden
Payal Sampat, EARTHWORKS, USA
Peter Fuchs, PowerShift, Germany
Petko Kovachev, Green Policy Institute, Bulgaria
Petru Botnaru, Terra-1530, Romania
Prof. Radi Radev, Ecoforum Association, Bulgaria
Prof. Dr. Raul A. Montenegro, Argentina, Right Livelihood Award Laureate, 2004
Ramona Duminiciou, INfOMG, Romania
Raluca Dan, Re.Generation, Romania
Regine Richter, Urgewald, Germany
René Ngongo, GREENPEACE, Africa
Richard Solly, London Mining Network, UK
Rosalie Bertell, Ph.D., Right Livelihood Award Laureate, 1986
Dr. Roszik Péter, Biokontroll Hungéria Nonprofit Kft., Hungary
Sara Endréné, Beretzk Péter Természetvédelmi Klub, Hungary
Sascha Gabizon, WERF - Women in Europe for a Common Future
Sebastian Rotters, "FIAN Germany (FoodFirst Information and Action Network)"
Simonyi Gyula, BOCS Alapitvany, Hungary

Stefania Simion, Independent Centre for the Development of Environmental Resources, Romania

Dr.H.Sudarshan, India, Right Livelihood Award Laureate, 1994



75. Szalay Timea, Csalan Egyestilet, Hungary

76. Szegfalvi Zsolt, GREENPEACE, Hungary

77. Theo van Boven, Netherlands, Right Livelihood Award Laureate, 1985

78. Todor Slavov, Environmental Association “For the Earth”, Bulgaria

79. Toldi Miklés, Drava Szdvetség, Hungary

80. TomMOri Laszl6, E-misszié Természet- és Kornyezetvédelmi Egyesilet, Hungary

81. Vagvolgyi Gusztav, Inspi-racié Egyesitlet, Hungary

82. Vasil Kadrinov, Ecological Association GEO, Bulgaria

83. Dr. Veres Nandor, Szévetség az EI6 Tiszaért Egyesiilet, Hungary

84. Viktor Vida, Védegylet/Protect the Future!, Hungary

85. Vojetch Kotecky, Hnuti Duha-Friends of the Earth, Czech Republic

86. Zalatnay L4szl6, Energia és Koérnyezet Alapivany, Hungary

87. Zubor Kata, Valaszuton Hagyomanydrz6 és Kornyezetvédd Alapitvany, Hungary

88. Ayyehdtroulog Afuog, AAKYQN- Opootrovdia OikoAoyikwyv Opyavwoewv KopivBiakou KoATtrou,
EAANGOQ

89. AoAdavoyAou Nikog, Oikohoyikr) Oudda Bépoiag, EAAGD

90. Agéving Tdoog, Kivnon yia Tn Zwtnpia tng Nkiwvag, EAAGSa

91. BaolAciou Avdpéag Aiktuo MEZOIEIOZ SOS, EANGOa

92. lewpyotroulog AAEEavdpog, Oikohoyikr Kivnon ©eocoalovikng, EANGSa

93. Npapavng BaaiAng, Autévoun Ouada OikoAoyikig Apdong Nouou Adpioag, EAAGSa

94. AaBAg MixdAng, AidBaon Medwv Zeppwyv, EANGSa

95. AekAepric MixanA, Mapatnpntrpio MepiBdAAovTog kai Biwaoiudtntog, EAAGSa

96. Aepepiong MNwpyog, Oikohoyik ETaipeia ‘ERpou, EANGOa

97. Apayoupdvn ©codoaia, OikoAoyiki Oudda Poddétng, EAAGSa

98. Kamrmmag =evopwyv, EAAnvik OpviBoAoyikn ETaipeia, EAAGSa

99. KapapaciAikou Mpappatikh, Mop@wTikdg Kal MoAITIoTIKOG ZUAAoyog MeyaloTtavayiwTwyv
Oeooalovikng, EANGSa

100. KoopotrouAog MNwpyog, AvtipovottwAiakr) Opada STOPCARTEL, EAAGSa

101. KwoTtn AyyeAikn, FPAITOZ AMKE, Aapia, EAAGSa

102. KwoTtig MNwpydkng, BIOZQ- BiokaravaAwTég yia MoioTikg Zwr), EAAGda

103. AeiBaditn ©cwvn, Etaipeia MNpooTaciag Tpixwvidag, EAAGSa

104. Maupoyiwpyiou Adevn, EAAHNIKH ETAIPEIA MepiBaAAovTog & MoAmiouou, EAAGSa

105. NikAolavn Zioou, ZuvTovioTikr) ETTpoTr kaTtd TG EykatdoTaong Ac¢auevwyv Kauaipwy otn
NiyvoBdAacaoa BaooBa, KaBdaAa, EAAGSa

106. NikoAaddkng Taoog, Matpaikr ‘Evwon KatavaAwTtwy, EANGSa

107. Mavouon AipiAia, HAEZION- Mn KuBepvnTikdg Opyavioudg MepiBdAiovTog, ABrva, EAAGSa
108. MNMétpou Nikog, EAAnvIkN ETaipeia MNpooTaciag tng duong, EAAGSa

109. Zkiag Ztuhiavog, MAKEGOPA- MoAimoTiké Avartuélako Kévipo @pdkng, =avon, EAAGSa
110. Zmavoudn Aéotroiva, ZuutrapdTtaén BoiwTwy yia 10 MNepiBdAiov, EANGSO

111. ¥koupag Avtwvne- Epnuepida NG Bopeiag EuRoiag

112. ¥xicag MNavvng, mepiodikéd “OIKOAOTIEIN”, EAANGSQ

113. Toékog MNwpyog, OikoAoyikA MpwTtoBouAia Xaviwv, EAAGSa

114. TpautralaAn KwvoTtavtia, Ayeon Etréupaon yia tnv MNMpooTtacia 1ng Ayplag duong, EANGda
115. dwreivakng Kwaotag, OikoAoyikog MoAimoTikdg ZUANoyog Xaidapiou OIKO.MOAIZ., EAANGSa
116. Wapoudag Zmupog, KAAAIZTQ- MepiBaliovTik Opydvwon yia Tnv Aypia duon kai Zwr, EAAGda

! Answer to written question of MEP Csaba Sandor Tabajdi, given by Mr Poto¢nik on behalf of the Commission on 23

June: http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getAllAnswers.do?reference=P-2010-3589&lanquage=EN




2 Letter to Environmental Commissioner Janez Potocnik from Daniel Popov at the Sofia-based Centre for

Environmental Information and Education and Eugen David from Alburnus Maior/ Rosia Montana, Romania.
http://www.ngo.ro/date/17ef04f0530a65b2f4e73d9a4b5d99ea/participation AM CEIE cyanide 20May2010.pdf
Response from Commissioner Potocnik
http://www.ngo.ro/date/17ef04f0530a65b2f4e73d9a4b5d99eal/letter Potonik 7june.TIF
http://www.mining-journal.com/production-and-markets/ec-rejects-proposed-cyanide-ban AND
http://proactiveinvestors.com/companies/news/6816/emed-mining-permitting-boosted-as-eu-knocks-back-proposed-
cvanlde ban-6816.html

Specifically the Mining Waste Directive, Environmental Impact Assessment Directive, Integrated Pollution
Preventlon & Control Directive, Water Framework Directive, Birds and Habitats Directives and the Espoo Convention.

Press Release: Commission welcomes the Baia Mare Task Force report, 15 December 2000:
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/00/1471&format=HTML&aged=1&language=EN&guiLanguage=

en
=

See attached briefing note Can existing EU legislation prevent a future cyanide spill? or access it at
http://www.ngo.ro/date/17ef04f0530a65b2f4e73d9a4b5d99ea/Can_existing EU_legislation_prevent a_future cyanide_spill

2.pdf

7_p_ There is mounting evidence that the European Union is incapable in implementing the Waste Electrical and
Electronic Directive and only one third of e-waste is thought to be treated in line with the directive's requirements. This failure
causes not only industrial dumping and environmental damage in the developing world, but undermines Europe's ambition to
achieve resource efficiency. See article: http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-europe-10846395




